FIFTEEN APPS

PARENTS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

MEETME

MEETME IS A DATING
SOCIAL MEDIA APP THAT
ALLOWS USERS TO
CONNECT WITH PEOPLE
BASED ON GEOGRAPHIC
PROXIMITY. AS THE
APP'S NAME SUGGESTS
USERS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO MEET
EACH OTHER IN PERSON.

WHATCADPD

BUMBLE

LIVE.ME

WHATSAPP IS A
POPULAR MESSAGING
APP THAT ALLOWS
USERS TO SEND TEXTS,
PHOTOS, MAKE CALLS
AND VIDEO CHATS
WORLDWIDE. WHATSAPP
USES AN INTERNET
CONNECTION ON SMART
PHONES AND
COMPUTERS.

BUMBLE IS SIMILAR TO
THE POPULAR DATING
APP 'TINDER' HOWEVER.
IT REQUIRES WOMEN TO
MAKE THE FIRST
CONTACT, KIDS HAVE
BEEN KNOWN TO USE
BUMBLE TO CREATE
FAKE ACCOUNTS AND
FALSIFY THEIR AGE.

LIVEMEIS A
LIVE-STREAMING VIDEO
APP THAT USES
GEOLOCATION TO SHARE
VIDEOS SO USERS CAN
FIND OUT A
BROADCASTER'S EXACT
LOCATION. USERS CAN
EARN 'COINS' AS A WAY
TO "PAY MINORS FOR
PHOTOS,

ASK.FM IS KNOWN FOR
CYBER BULLYING. THE
APP ENCOURACGES
USERS TO ALLOW
ANONYMOUS PEOPLE
ASK THEM QUESTIONS,

GRINDR

SNAPCHAT

OLLA

NI~

GRINDR IS A DATING APP
CEARED TOWARDS CAY,
Bl AND TRANSGENDER
PEOPLE. THE APP CIVES
USERS OPTIONS TO
CHAT, SHARE PHOTOS
AND MEET UP BASED ON
A SMART PHONE'S GPS
LOCATION.

TIKTOK IS A NEW MOBILE
DEVICE APP POPULAR
WITH KIDS USED FOR
CREATING AND SHARING
SHORT VIDEOS, WITH
VERY LIMITED PRIVACY
CONTROLS. USERS ARE
VULNERABLE TO
BULLYING AND EXPLICIT
CONTENT.

SNAPCHAT IS ONE OF
THE MOST POPULAR
APPS IN RECENT YEARS
WHILE THE APP
PROMISES USERS CAN
TAKE A PHOTO/NIDEO
AND IT WILL DISAPPEAR,
NEW FEATURES
INCLUDING 'STORIES'
ALLOW USERS TO VIEW
CONTENT FOR UP TO 24

HOLLAIS A
SELF-PROCLAIMED
'ADDICTING' VIDEO CHAT
APP THAT ALLOWS
USERS TO MEET PEOPLE
ALL OVER THE WORLD IN
JUST SECONDS
REVIEWERS SAY THEY
HAVE BEEN
CONFRONTED WITH
RACIAL SLURS, EXPLICIT
CONTENT AND MORE.

ALCULATOR%

CALCULATORY% IS ONLY
ONE OF SEVERAL
SECRET APPS USED TO
HIDE PHOTOS, VIDEOS,
FILES AND BROWSER
HISTORY.

HOT OR NO

SKOUTIS A
LOCATION-BASED
DATING APP AND
WEBSITE. WHILE USERS
UNDER 17-YEARS-OLD
ARE UNABLE TO SHARE
PRIVATE PHOTOS, KIDS
CAN EASILY CREATE AN
ACCOUNT USING A
DIFFERENT AGE.

BADOO IS A DATING AND
SOCIAL NETWORKING
APP WHERE USERS CAN
CHAT. SHARE PHOTOS
AND VIDEOS AND
CONNECT BASED ON
LOCATION. WHILE THE
APP IS INTENDED FOR
ADULTS ONLY, TEENS
ARE KNOWN TO CREATE
PROFILES.

KIK ALLOWS ANYONE TO
CONTACT AND DIRECT
MESSAGE YOUR CHILD.
KIDS CAN BYPASS
TRADITIONAL TEXT
MESSAGING FEATURES
KIK GIVES USERS
UNLIMITED ACCESS TO
ANYONE. ANYWHERE,
ANYTIME

WHISPER IS AN
ANONYMOUS SOCIAL
NETWORK THAT
PROMOTES SHARING
SECRETS WITH
STRANGERS. IT ALSO
REVEALS A USER'S
LOCATION SO PEOPLE
CAN MEET UP.

T

HOT OR NOT
ENCOURAGES USERS TO
RATE YOUR PROFILE,
CHECK OUT PEOPLE IN
THEIR AREA, AND CHAT
WITH STRANGERS. THE
GCOAL OF THIS APP ISTO
HOOK UP.




The apps, according to the sheriff’s office, are:

¢ Ask.fm — Ask.fm is known for cyber bullying. The app encourages users to allow
anonymous people to ask them questions.

e Badoo — Badoo is a dating and social networking app where users can chat, share
photos and videos and connect based on location. While the app is intended for adults
only, teens are known to create profiles.

e Bumble — Bumble is similar to the popular dating app ‘Tinder’ however, it requires
women to make the first contact. Kids have been known to use Bumble to create fake
accounts and falsify their age.

e Calculator% — Calculator% is only one of SEVERAL secret apps used to hide photos,
videos, files and browser history.

e Grindr — Grindr is a dating app geared towards gay, bi and transgender people. The app
gives users options to chat, share photos and meet up based on a smart phone’s GPS
location.

e Holla— Holla is a self-proclaimed ‘addicting’ video chat app that allows users to meet
people all over the world in just seconds. Reviewers say they have been confronted with
racial slurs, explicit content and more.

e Hot or Not — Hot or Not encourages users to rate your profile, check out people in their
area, and chat with strangers. The goal of this app is to hook up.

o Kik = Kik allows anyone to contact and direct message your child. Kids can bypass
traditional text messaging features. Kik gives users unlimited access to anyone,
anywhere, anytime.

e Live.me — Live.me is a live-streaming video app that uses geolocation to share videos
so users can find out a broadcaster’s exact location. Users can earn ‘coins’ as a way to
‘pay’ minors for photos.

e MeetMe — Meetme is a dating social media app that allows users to connect with people
based on geographic proximity. As the app’s name suggests, users are encouraged to
meet each other in person.

e Skout — Skout is a location-based dating app and website. While users under 17-years-
old are unable to share private photos, kids can easily create an account using a
different age.

e Snapchat — Snapchat is one of the most popular apps in recent years. While the app
promises users can take a photo/video and it will disappear, new features including
‘stories’ allow users to view content for up to 24 hours. Snapchat also allows users to
see your location.

e TikTok — TikTok is a new mobile device app popular with kids used for creating and
sharing short videos. With very limited privacy controls, users are vulnerable to bullying
and explicit content.

o Whatsapp — Whatsapp is a popular messaging app that allows users to send texts,
photos, voicemails, make calls and video chats worldwide. Whatsapp uses an internet
connection on smart phones and computers.

e Whisper — Whisper is an anonymous social network that promotes sharing secrets with
strangers. It also reveals a user’s location so people can meet up.

Here’s what you can do to help protect your children:
e Approve every app on your kid's phone
e Check privacy settings
e Talk with your kids about phone use, apps, and social media with your kids
e Find out what is popular in your region, different apps catch on in different locations



